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ON BROADWAY THEATER  PRESENTS:

“The Secret Garden”

A charming classic adapted by
Tim Kelly, based on the original
story by Frances Hodgson-
Burnett.  A sudden orphaned girl
leaves India to live with her uncle
in a dreary English manor. Be-
friending her invalid cousin, they
soon discover a garden with fan-
tastic healing powers.

The third children’s play to be
staged at On Broadway Theater
this year, “Secret Garden” opened
September 29th to a wonderfully
receptive audience and starred:
Amanda Vos (Martha Sowerby),
Audrey Osborne (Mrs. Medlock/
Fairgoer), Alan Spjut (Cook/Nurse/
Fairgoer), Miguel Cabrera (John
Sowerby), Corgan Cox (Phil
Sowerby), Desiree Kuehn (Betty
Sowerby/Mary Lennox Under-
study), Sophia Speigel (Jane
Sowerby/Hotel Maid), Paula
Bracken (Mrs. Crawford/Fairgoer),
Ashley Floyd (Kanchi), Jaden Jus-
tice (Mary Lennox/Betty Sowerby

Understudy), Mindy Freeman/
Melissa Freeman (Miss Wiggin),
Bo Justice (Dickon Sowerby), Jim
Thornton (Dr. Craven), Sabrina
Cox (Mrs. Sowerby), Byrell Jus-
tice (Archibald Craven), Joshua
Carter (Colin Craven), Cassie
Justice (Lillias/Fairgoer), Ben
Carter (Fairgoer), Susan Jordan
(Fairgoer), and Brody Justice
(Fairgoer).

Closing (October 22nd) was bit-
tersweet this
time around as
this marked the
very last time an
OBT production
graced the home
stage in the old
Noble building
which it had
called home for
27 years, (12 of
which alone had
been with the
current On
Broadway Thes-

pians troupe).

“I dedicated this show to the
memory of the late Tosca
Means,” said director, Becca Ru-
ley. “Her main focus was always
Children’s Theater, so I found it
very fitting to dedicate the last
show on OBT turf to one of it’s
most beloved founders.”

A special cake touting “Farewell
OBT” was served at intermission
closing night as we celebrated
the end of one era and toasted
the beginning of another (see
“1940’s Radio Hour” article).

Coming Dec 1st!
THE FIRST OBT PRESENTATION

AT THE EGYPTIAN THEATRE:
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DIRECTED BY ROGER VINES

This wonderful Holiday
musical by Walton Jones
takes a nostalgic trip
down memory lane

against the backdrop of World
War II, to swinging big band
music and old-fashion situation
comedy. Centered around a
5000-watt New York City radio
station (WOV) and a cast of
hopefuls attempting to make the
"big time" in show biz, this radio
program unfolds itself through
the eyes of theatre patrons who
become the actual 1940s radio
station listening audience. Rock
to old time greats such as "Ain't
She Sweet," "Blue Moon,"
"Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,"
"Old Black Magic," "Kalamazoo,"
and a score of other numbers
from that era.



“Are you REALLY moving?”  “How come?”  “Where are y ou moving to?”
“If and when you do move, will you still be On Broa dway Thespians?”

By now, I’m sure you’ve heard rumors regarding our recent move. Let me begin
by first stating that it has been a great pleasure to provide an opportunity to so
many talented Thespians in our area to perform. We look forward to carrying on
the same tradition far into the future. The only thing is, it will not be at the same
old “ON BROADWAY THEATER” building where we’ve been performing for the past
twelve years. That building was recently purchased, and with that came a new
owner and new rent increase. Although we could certainly understand their side of
the situation, we also had to be realistic. Bottom line, we could not keep up with

the rent increases, and so as such, were forced to begin searching for alternative avenues.

That was about the same time when the EGYPTIAN THEATRE PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION approached us asking that we
seriously consider moving across the street to become, in essence, their residential Live Theater troupe. As you can
well imagine, we were astounded by the offer! After months of serious negotiations, we are pleased to finally announce
our new home at the historic landmark, THE EGYPTIAN THEATER!  For sure there’s still some obstacles to overcome,
such as not having a Green Room, extra rehearsal space, and some storage issues, but I feel confident that with time,
we’ll find ways to overcome with the continued help & support from the Egyptian Board.

As for what name our little troupe will be performing under in the future.....Rest assured, we still are, and will forever
be, The ON BROADWAY THESPIANS, INC.!  After twelve years of performing we’ve certainly earned the right to! Just
remember we’re being housed at some new digs called THE EGYPTIAN. Otherwise we’re still the same old troupe! Now
whether or not this big move stays permanent, we’ll just have to wait and see. We signed up for a 1 year trial run to see
how it works. If it turns into a long lasting marriage between two fine groups, great! If not, no harm done, we’ll just move
on and maybe get our own building. Either way, we will continue to provide opportunities to aspiring actors, directors,
playwrights, and choreographers in our area. And what better place than a majestic, historical building as the Egyptian.

Know we have also entered into negotiations with the EMPIRE CITIZENS GROUP & the owners of Gussies of possibly
starting a Dinner Theater venue there in exchange for storage. It is still a bit early in negotiations but it certainly looks
promising!  We would appreciate input from our Patronage as to what you’d like to see from us in the future, or if you
know of anyone who may have a great spot for an extra rehearsal space!  Thank each & every one of you for your past
support! We look forward to seeing you at the Egyptian starting Dec. 1st with “1940’ S RADIO HOUR.”
* (NEW mailing address)
(NEW physical address) On Broadway Thespians, Inc.
On Broadway Thespians, Inc. PMB# 107
on stage at the Egyptian Theatre 845 S. Broadway
229 S. Broadway Coos Bay OR 97420
Coos Bay OR 97420 OBT Event Hotline: (541) 269-2501
Egyptian Event Hotline: (541) 269-8650 email: obthespian@yahoo.com
www.egyptian-theatre.com www.onbroadwaytheater.com
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2007 Play Schedule                                                                  
(now on stage at the Egyptian Theatre!)

“Big Bad”  /  “Dorothy Meets Alice,”
(directed by Joe Vos & Michael Gonzalez)

Children’s Theatre, March 2 - 18

“Much Ado About Nothing,”
(directed by Jeff Roberts & Frederico Gonzalez)

A Shakespeare Comedy, June 1 - 17

“Frankenstein,”  (directed by Leatha Lewison-Gonzalez)
A Horror/Thriller, Oct 5 - 21

“A Christmas Carol,”  (directed by Serge Vasquez)
A Christmas Play, Nov 30 - Dec 16



Letters from Readers / Q& A:
Q: "Does the On Broadway Thespians ever accept origina l scripts?" —F. Cooprider
A: Generally we select our play season well in adva nce. For example, if you were interested
in promoting your original work for our 2008 season , we would want to look at a Summary
(Synopsis) first by Spring 2007. Then, if we wished  to see more, we would simply contact
you about making arrangements to read the entire sc ript. We may be a small group, but we
are always on the lookout for good quality work tha t would lend itself well on stage.

Q: "I’m new to the area and would like more info about  theatre around here." — M. Swift
A:  Coos Bay has two live theaters ( On Broadway Theater & the SWOCC Performing Arts
Center)  while North Bend can boast the same ( Little Theatre On the Bay, and the Waterfront
Players) . Coquille has one ( the Sawdusters ) as well as Bandon ( the Bandon Playhouse ). Any
of them would LOVE to have you!

Q: “I’m inquiring about programs available for kids. H ow does one join?” —S. Mapilisan
A: As you may already be aware of, there are severa l wonderful community theaters in our
area, but ours is the only one that regularly puts on 2 to 3 children's theatrical productions
each year. This is because we realize the value of theater in a young person's life, as well as
the talent potential out there in our community tha t would otherwise remain untapped.
Therefore we do our best to accommodate both child and adult in a quality theatrical setting
as some of these kids are going to grow up and retu rn to our stage as either seasoned adult
actors or directors!  We invite you to bookmark our  Auditions page and read through it
carefully so to know what to expect. Then check bac k often online for announcements as to
what upcoming plays will be holding auditions. It w ill list dates & times as well as other
pertinent info (such as age groups).  If you get Th e World newspaper, start watching for
casting calls or audition announcements as well, an d consider attending these with your
children.  As of this writing, the 2007 season is s till being worked out so I don’t have current
auditioning info available just yet.  You'll just n eed to keep checking back at our website.
Please keep in mind that parents are likewise encou raged to partake in children's theater
through taking adult bit parts, backstage crew, cos tume help, running lights, etc.  Take a
chance, get involved in something positive with you r child!

Q: “Just wanted to thank you for your continued effort s in bringing
quality theater to the Oregon Coast, plus ask if by  chance you know
who the biggest repertory theater company in the st ate of Oregon is?”
—S. Todd

A:  Well, if you can believe the internet, accordin g to a couple online
sources, the largest would have to be Ashland's own  infamous Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, on both a regional as well as  national level!  (Oh
and by-the-way, Thanks for the earlier kudos!  Hey,  we aim to please!)

“It's only community theatre until
it offends someone.....then it's ART!"



What’s New?!
Lots of OBT website updates,
starting with the photo gallery

with new photo collages of plays run-
ning throughout the 2006 summer/
fall season: THE FOREIGNER, NUNSENSA-

TIONS, and THE SECRET GARDEN.

Likewise updated info on the Play
Schedule, Auditions, Tickets, Virtual
Tour, OBT History, Newsletter, and
OBT board. Reset your bookmarks:
www.onbroadwaytheater.com

Tickets!
OBT Tickets can be had directly at
the door, or else via our online ven-
dor, Tickets Alternative.   Just click
on the TICKET INFO button atop the
OBT webpage, scroll halfway down
to the large green button that says,
“TICKETS ALTERNATIVE.”  Click that but-
ton, follow the menu prompts and
before you know it, you’re on your
way to procuring reserved seating to
an OBT performance!  All it takes is
a credit card & small vendor sur-
charge, and yes their website is en-
crypted for safe Credit Card transac-
tions.  www.onbroadwaytheater.com

OBT’s Last Play
of the ‘06 Season

Don’t forget, the next play (1940’s
Radio Hour)  will be performed at the
Egyptian Theater (right across the
street at 229 S. Broadway, Coos

Bay) instead of at the old On Broad-
way Theater building.  In addition, all
Sunday matinees will start earlier
at 2:00 pm instead of the usual
4:00 pm shows to accommodate the
Egyptian’s other venues. Tickets re-
main the same at $10 adults for
friday & saturday performances, with
$8 for sunday matinees.  Children
under 12, all showings are only $7.

2007 OBT Officers!
Elections held in December ‘06
overwhelmingly re-elected JOE

VOS to serve as President another
term, with DAVE JORDAN as Vice-Pres,
JAY FLAXMAN continuing as Treasurer,
and newcomer JUANITA SNYDER a stint
as Secretary. Returning members-at-
large are BARBARA BOOTH, JEVANNA

TORIBIO, GORDON FREID, LEATHA GONZA-

LEZ, MIKE GONZALEZ, BECCA RULEY, LIZ

VOS, and JEFF ROBERTS. We look for-
ward to finding ways to bring quality
theater to our community!

The Perfect Gifts
TWO online Theatre Themed
Gift Shops with unique trendy

designs for Actors, Directors,
Techies, Musical Theatre, and The-
atre Supporters.

OFF THE BOARDS THEATRE GIFTS fea-
tures T-Shirts, Mugs, Buttons, Ce-
ramic Tile Coasters, Framed Prints,
and other fun items produced by
Cafe Press, an award winning Web
Vendor popular among surfers:
www.OffTheBoardsTheatreGifts.com

In contrast, their other shop ZAZZLE

features the same designs, but items
purchased here can be customized.
Check out the impressive full array of
color T- Shirts:
www.Zazzle.com/OffTheBoards

Costume Sale
a success!

October’s Costume & Wardrobe sale
upstairs in the On Broadway The-
ater’s rehearsal space certainly kept
Thespians busy. The idea behind the
sale was to cut down on the amount
of storage space the group needed
when they moved to new digs in Dec.
According to Costume & Props man-
ager, Leatha Lewison-Gonzalez, the
sale went very smoothly and was well
covered by local papers & tv access.

Additionally, on November 4th, a
special “Farewell OBT” Potluck was
held to allow the Community the op-
portunity to come pay tribute to a
golden stage where many had origi-
nally cut their theatrical teeth.  “Sure
gonna miss this place,” was the uni-
versal message of visitor comments.

Active and passionate his entire life,
KIT LEWIS wrote, directed, acted and
produced theater in Oregon, Califor-
nia, and Ontario Canada. Along with
Tosca Means, Kit was also one of the
founding members of On Broadway
Theater and later, the Dolphin Play-
ers. For years, Kit taught English and
Theater to both children and adults,
believing in the power of language to
transform lives.  He was 60, and will
be greatly missed.

Beloved local legend PATTI WEST like-
wise left us recently She was 62.
Patti had a long distinguished career
in the performing arts, acting and
singing, dancing and choreographing
her way into the hearts of many.
Patti was to LTOB what Tosca was to
OBT - our personal Heroine!  Her
larger than life presence will be
greatly missed as well by us all.



Theatre folk in general are a supersti-
tious lot. Yeah, we’ve all been guilty

of committing at
one time or an-
other, supersti-

tious faux
pauxs like
a v o i d i n g

walking un-
der ladders,
not step-
ping on a
sidewalk’s
crack, or
c h a n g i n g
direction so
a black cat
does not
end up

crossing our
path.  And as for

breaking a mirror--of course we know
that means seven years of bad luck!
But did you know that many of those
same superstitions are actually
rooted in old theatre lore?

BREAK A LEG!
Take for example, the old saying,
“Break a leg!” As strange as it
sounds, it’s the gold standard by way
of wishing actors a good show.
Why?  One theory has it that by
otherwise saying “good luck” would
only result in an adverse affect.
Popular folklore down through the
ages is full of warnings against wish-
ing your friends good luck. To do so
is to tempt evil spirits or demons to
do your friend  harm. Better to outwit
the demons by wishing your friend
bad fortune. (Sure, makes sense!)

Another theory has the saying origi-
nating rather from the use of the
word “leg.”  In tech theatre, a “leg” is
a curtain, and a highly successful run
with repeated curtain calls could
wear out the fly machinery that raises
and lowers the "leg," or curtain.  Thus
“Break a leg” would be a complex
way of expressing wishes for a show
so rife with audience demanding con-
tinual curtain calls that it "breaks"
that "leg" or curtain.

Another possibility is its relation to a
term rooted in chivalry, "taking a
knee."  Meeting royalty, one would
"take a knee" or bend down to one
knee.  This breaks the line of the leg,
hence "break a leg," a wish that the
performer will do so well that he or
she will need take bows.

Another with sardonic roots is John
Wilkes Booth's assassination of
President Lincoln in 1865.  Booth
was an actor and supposedly after
shooting Lincoln, jumped down from
the President's box onto the stage,
breaking his leg in the process.
(After landing on stage he suppos-
edly shouted "Sic semper Tyrannis!"
which is Latin for "Thus may it be it
ever to tyrants!")   But Michael W.
Kauffman's book, JOHN W ILKES BOOTH

AND THE LINCOLN CONSPIRACIES, disputes
that, saying that Wilkes instead broke
his leg later during his frenzied es-
cape, when his horse fell on him.

GHOST LIGHT
Many theatres have ghosts, accord-
ing to resident theatre personnel, of
which many will insist that the only
way to ward off any bad luck spirits
was to always have a “ghost light”
illuminating the stage when it is not in
use.  It is turned on as the actors and
crews leave and left to burn all night.
Otherwise if the stage is dark, as
superstition has it, ghosties can run
amok and wreak havoc with the set.

CLAPPING OR
WHISTLING BACKSTAGE

Clapping or Whistling backstage is
taboo because it supposedly brings
dire results.  This superstition is
rooted in the past when managers
hired sailors to run the fly loft, on the
premise that the sailors’ expertise
with knots and raising and lowering
sails made them ideal tech workers.
A signal system of claps and whistles
cued the sailors.  Someone whistling
for personal enjoyment could sound
like a cue, resulting in a dire event
like a heavy batten falling on the
actors’ heads below.  Therefore,
“whistling” CAN be bad luck.

MIRRORS
For the longest time many believed it
bad luck to have a mirror on stage,

again an superstition
rooted in ancient times
when it was thought the
mirror could open the
soul to the devil!  Break-
ing a mirror doomed the
breakee, but shattering
one on stage doomed
everyone else forever!

BAD REHEARSALS
Then there's that saying that "a bad
dress rehearsal will equal a good
opening night."  Origins of this one is
unclear but I suspect it started with a
producer who had a show underway
that had an absolute disastrous dress
rehearsal!  Not knowing how else to
build confidence & morale, the pro-
ducer glibly invented a quick excuse:
"Well, you know the old saying that a
bad dress guarantees a great show!"
Bet you can’t count the number of
times that propaganda’s been hauled
out by its hind legs every time a
dress rehearsal goes down the tubes!

BLACK CATS
Black cats are con-
sidered bad luck ev-
erywhere but theatre.
It’s believed to have
started when an ac-
tor started feeding a
stray hanging around
backstage that hap-
pened to be, of
course, black. Everyone going on
stage kept having a show-stopping,
better-than-ever performance which
was eventually attributed to the cat.

SPEAKING  LAST  LINES
Speaking the last line of a play be-
fore opening night because the play
isn't "finished" until performed is of-
ten thought of as taboo in theatre,
although the origins remains murky.

BOX OFFICE SUPERSTITION
This superstition insists that the
house manager must refuse admit-
tance to a person with a “comp” (free
ticket) until AFTER at least one other
paying patron has entered the audito-
rium. It was feared to do so otherwise
would inadvertently doom the entire
production to financial failure.  I sus-
pect this was more of a tactical based
on practicality than anything else!

Superstitions
in Theater
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Auditions for the two upcoming
one-act children's plays will be
January 2, 3, 4 from 7:00 to 10:00
pm at the Egyptian Theatre. Both
shows are slated to run concur-
rently March 2 - 18th , 2007.

Big Bad  is a laugh-out-loud com-
edy about what happens when the
infamous “Big Bad Wolf” is put on
trial for his crimes. Casting calls
for 14 parts, male or female, of
varying ages.

Dorothy Meets Alice  is the
story of a chance meeting be-
tween Dorothy (from "The Wizard
of Oz") and Alice (from "Alice in
Wonderland") when a young boy
doing a book report gets the two
stories mixed up. Casting calls for
11 parts, male or female, also of
varying ages.

This will be the first ever Chil-
dren's Theater production to be
staged at the landmark Egyptian
Theatre  by the On Broadway
Thespians, so we're hoping for a
GREAT turnout of kids & adults
from our local Community! Come
be part of this historical event!

As always, previous acting experi-
ence is helpful but not mandatory.
For more info call the OBT hotline
269-2501 & leave message for Di-
rector Joe Vos.

G   ENERAL             A   UDITION             I  NFO      :  
Auditions are generally held 2
months prior to a Play’s open-
ing (3 months for musicals).
You will be asked to fill out an
official Audition Form listing
contact info, special skills, ex-
perience, and other pertinent
info. Dress comfortably but ap-
propriately, be punctual, and
come prepared to read, dance,
or sing (depending on the
script).  Generally seek enthusi-
astic people who look and feel
comfortable on stage, listen
well  and  follow directions eas-
ily, and are open-minded
enough to try new & different
roles than originally intended
auditioning  for.  If you sing or
can play an instrument, let your
talent be known!   We’re always
looking for musicians & singers
for our musicals!

Always a need for Light & Sound
Techs, Stage Managers, Stagehands,
Choreographers, Vocal Coaches, Cos-
tumers, Makeup Artists, Poster & Pro-
grams designers, Set Construction,
Graphic Artists, Directors & Assis-
tants, Producers.  If you have free
time or would like to break into the-
atre in this way, please call 269-2501
or come to one of our open auditions
and talk with a Director.


